


t,fiem all in R fixmace ani burn t!ieV1, b,it  cznnot 

qis!iemen t o  EO any o the r  w:r. 

Ha4 2 veasels this year y i t h  $1,800 worth o f  

s e i n e s  bn(’ boats ,  t h a t  went for* t m o  months and a 

half  ant5 nt:ver cot  R so l i tary  f i sh .  9orn on the 

Cepe 5hore one vessel Tot IC,, anr! t h e  ot’zer 37 bnr- 

rels of f i s l z .  They were c m e f k l  not  t o  bi*c& tile 

CRnac+anlaae 

mare were years t h ~ t  maekcrel were r?xtreqel;r 

scarce.  I-Ias known a y o 6  T Z R ; ~  yesrw -callt?n vtss~ls 

When vessels woulr7 TO w i t - 1  hoctk P.nd line ani‘ yet 

100 t o  150 hnrrela  For the s C i ? , s G n .  

Them were s o m  of thzc IsrTcst schools on  t!zis 

coast t h i s  f . ll  th.?-r, ever- -ac~~aoln  50 3cy-e~  i n  ex- 

t s  nt. 1:no.r~ of’ one case  li)hcrc they ruwcri r i y ! I t  

thronyh ~t school m r ’  T o t  50 b%rrcLs, and t h e  fish 

did not sink on e i ther  s i c ’ e  of them. 

Tho flab E S ~  shyer nov thnn they used ta be. 

trrhm t h e  water is cool  i t  is fmlposaiblc t o  catch 

them in the drry t ime .   the:^ w i l l  d ive the seines. 

?Tost of the f l sh iny  done t3is f a l l  hare h8s been 

a t  night.  

T)IE\ alrl hook anc-1 line f’ishiny: b e p n  i2 ?lag. 

went south fn Fay, ani! c m c  home en6 started for 

t h e  alanr: the middle or last of June, and from 
- ___ _. . -~ 



Thinks t h e  merchants gcnarrlly ~ h u  f i t  vessels 

woiilc! have no objection t o  a close season. E m s  n e t  

enousytl t o  



he  in  favor o? e. renews1 of the c lose  

e n ~ l i e r .  T~ocs not t h ink  t h e  m n c k e r s l  need any 

msn i t ,  is not profita5lc.  Tt, ~oul.cl he in t h e  in- 

ere1 cnucht bcfosetha f i rs t  ot ?fay. 
- .._ 

a mnt t o  put any r e s t r i c t i o n  on the 

:ETlSe coulc? not get men t o  co WitH 

yould not want any internRtforta1 



latv doinl; amy with the purae seine absoluetly. 

%ioulr? nant t o  grt out o f  t h e  businoss if there  

w e r e  any r e s t r i c t i o n s  pizt rrpon fisliemen W!JO are 

fisE.lin.7 without(?) three in,iLes of t he  shore. The 

bulk of t he  fish f e r e  czrrcht, orf shore 

when he used to zo fishing. ?Tot 3p.y: p l ~ . c e e  i n  

tile !Tort11 Ea:? nfierc the;. clzn fish w i t h i n  three 

mi les  without tcariny; t h e i r  seines a l l  to pieces .  

?milibitin;: the early f ishin? wxald hc in the 

i n t e r e s t s  of owners of  vessels. 

som idea  about how t h e y  are goirq to work, but 

'iavtt been no small mockerel seen since 7 or 

years ar;o cntil the present season. 

W e n  t % r c  used t o  be 200 or 300 s a i l  u f  PCS- 

SClS fl;o t o  the Cf fy  and t!in*ow hrt i t  the qualit27 of 

the mockerel down there WRS riuch b e t t e r  than it is 

shore mackerel i n  t h i s  m r k e t ,  

Does not know of' any l e c i s l a t l o n  t h a t  would 

. s a l i s f g  the fishermen. Ead t o  have m c h  l e g i s l a t i o n  

e fisheries. Tliinks the:' hnG better 

?en u m  any device they ariah to  catch 



T?lc c'.ee,lers, ~ns a rule, vcnoulc~ ?refer thp t  there 

ecfentists l i k e  Prof .  Y F i r - 8 -  do not t!zfnk en;' 





if t h e r e  is any prospec: of ca tch ing  fish. 

The l a rye  bulk of the southern m m k e r s l  are  

so ld  fres:1. 





C U T .  RUSSELL D. TBRSY, GLOUCRSTER, MASS. 

Interviewed by W i l l i a m  Wakeham and Hugh 12. 

Smith, rlovernber 18, 1893. 

_-------------- 

. Aged 52.  Has had 42 years' experience 

a s  a fisherman. H a 3  been i n  the mackerel 

f ishery m o s t  every season up to t h e  present. 

%me of vessel, schooner Centennial. 

D i d  not fo south for  nackerel this year. 

Has a lways  been south before. H a s  found 

mackerel about 40 or 50 m i l e s  south of Cape 

Henry, about 40 miles  offshore. Has been on 

the ground south sometine before secinf the;--  

sometimes 10 days before we saw them. '"hen 

we did uec them they were heading RJ. Y . X .  as a 

general thing. Has seen them i n  a8 c lose  as a 

m i l e  from land, and affain, o f f  30 or 40 m i l e s .  

Generally fallow them until they  get up t o  

Cape Cod, off' Plock Island. They l o s e  the 

f i s h  there, and tlibt ends that voy8r:e. 
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. m e y  generally s tr ike  them then in  the Cay 

of Pundy. The f i s h  strike throufh the South 

Channel down to the  Ray of Pundy. 

H a s  8een f i s h  south of Georges. They 

appear to remain there, but 8ome say they pass 

down t o  the Cape Shore. See f f e h  south every 

year that go on Georees and do not s t r i k e  th i s  

coast at all. 

Mackerel have a very recular eauree. 

They strike anywhare from close in to 30 or 40 

miles of f .  

Those early f i s h  are very poor. They are  

full of spawn. Has 8e(m the maan run out Of' 

them quite free ly  when on deck of V088el. 

That would bs alone about May. When they 

first s t r i k e  tihe ahore they are f u l l  of' warn. 

A r c  full 01' it about the r iddle  of A;ay. 

G8ner€illy hava the spawn in them u n t i l  w e  leave 

then. The f i s h  on the Cape Shore a l s o  have 

m in them, 

ry f i t  for tila Cape Shore alone; about 



the 25th of May. Find f i s h  on the Shore for 

z 2 months, but only fish t h e r e  about 10 days.  

Some of' these f; sh FO t h r o w h  Canso---lots of 

them. H a s  never seen schools there, bxt has 

8c)en people that have caucht them there. .%me 

of them come out throu_c'P1 Canso ifi the fall also 

Nas followed f i s h  in the f a l l  8 s  l%r as 

south as about 15 or 20 miles off Chatham. 

Leave tho f i s h  t h e r e  on acrcoi~nt o f  the weather. 

M i ~ h t  catch them later i f  the weather permitted 

Cateh them of f  Chathm sometimes a s  late  a s  the 

25 th  of 'Tovemher. Those f i s h ,  we yrestmc, 

come from the  Fay of' mndy,  but ca??ot say for 

ccd rta in. 

Ilas never cauyht maekerel i n  t h e  winter. 

?lever knew anyone on t h e  coast t a  t a k e  them 

. of' Vovember they are 

elQnK. 

abuut 40 years ago, 

d ths 25th of Yovemher, 
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bJt now do not go much 1onf:er than the 25 th  of 

7 October .  

?.Iacl:err!l f'acu upon dif'f'ere?T. thfncs. 

Dresume they  i 'cer, 01 sm-sqsal ls;  sometimes 

brit, ancl v a * i o u s  th inp.  Ire f i n t i  these 

th ines  iq tkern. Sorneiirnes eone 8 c m s s  a 

sctiool ai th tkis cayenne  +rl t:iern. f t  w i l l  

poison your hands when you t a k e  oat  t he  

inwards. 

&Tacker51 averaEe about the szme s ize  as 

t h e y  d l d  20 years  a::o. Some Jews large- ,  

some yea-s srrlaller. 

' Toes not n o t i c e  a n y  diPi'ere!?ce 5n the 

hahits o r  movements of' m a c k e r e l .  S i n c e  the 

seininy becan they school a p o d  deal  !7we than 

they  d i d  bqf'ore. Does *1ot know that the;- can 

c a t c h  them q.JIfte 8% easy in t h e  s e i n e s  now a s  

t h q g  used to .-?1cn t.hsy first ver,t se ine  f i sh in?  % 

bu t  does not  think t h e r e  1s m c h  d i f fe rence .  

RLock fslarr2, w!ic?? t h e y  wul:i heave all day 
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u n t i l  2. OF CS o’clock i n  t,he af’terqoon and 

would n o t  catch i: 1 3 ~ ~ 1 ,  ‘in5 %hen ; , robably 

w i t h i n  an hour ?vary  v e s s e l  .-oulil catch, a 

school .  Th? s y ~ i n .  f5 sh a r ?  % d e r  to catch 

than th2 f a l l  - ish.  Spr in f -  f f s h  are  n o s t  

always runnj-np a n d  s u m ’ e r  :’ish n r e  1yin:- quiet .  

F i s h  are more e a s i l y  canl;!it abodt t h e  time 

of spaaininc ~1:an ai, o t h e r  times, lis thinks. 

Uas neve:* notice:; that LII:?~ 10s.. t h e  fi.sh 

abou; tlie time of’ spawning. P i s 3  a:-e Covnrncd 

8 p o d  deal by the :tile in schoolinfc, and a l s o  

by I,he wezt5nr .  

Yaa not se.1n, f a r  ~ht7 las t  5 or- i; year’s, 

oqe-’ undredth p a r t  t i s  many msck t l ru l  as they d i d  

20 years  81;o. Roes n o t  know what ?ins bcbum3 

of t h e m ,  - -~! ie thc~-  t , h ~ y  ~ E V C  t.aken a cii f f e p e n t  

r o u t e .  or* what,,--t!;ey d o  ROL appear to come O R  

the c o ~ s t .  Does n ~ t  t h i n k  t h e y  .have bocn 

caugrht up. Does n o t  think t h e y  c a t c h  a 

thousandth part  ni‘ t h e  mackerel bha% c o m  alonp 

irr t h e  sprinp. Has seen some days, more 
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rnackarel, apysre?tly, than t h e  vessels caurht 

d w i m -  t h e  Rhole year. 

noes not, t1-ifnX therr! was any benef i t  in 

the c l n s e  time Ian. Tt  v#is  passed t o  help the 

mackerel, and as a rr:’1$”z1 t l i in r  the southern 

f i s h e r y  was not 8 payiny: husinass. 

Used to do b e e t o r  oq an avc?ace, when t h e y  

f leet  rrsed to m k e  n be t t e r  average on Lhe 

Y e n  he was a ?,oy there  were three firms 

ri inni-n? t he re ,  a?cY f r o m  P to 10 vessels in each 

,C’irm, and mast a l w a y s  enrayed Zn t h e  mackerel 

. business, but, ROW t kc re  is no f i s h i n r  there at 

“he:: usccl to ahare more avgnly all, hard ly .  

hookiry thzn  t b ~ y  do se in inc .  On? yea?, about 

30  yea^'^ a-o we had a had year hooking;, but 

ierpll t k i n y  ;hey averaged ~ f : o u t  the 

T i l ( ?  vessels c,.peot,ed to make a road 
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more plenty than ever; ar~d we havc tiiose 3peIl.s 

all along. 
,4 

Does not thin!! t h o  introduction of' ;he 

purse s e i n e  :ias brjcn a cooa th inc .  Thinks i t  

has been arl iNur-y t n  ~ 1 , e  fis ' : inC.commmity at 

1arr-e. Does noL knox i:lhett:ep it aecreases 

t h e ' q u a n t i t y  of t ' i sh  O Y  not,--msy p o s s i b l y ,  

Dc not ca tch  as many fish with T A ~  pu:-se seine 

a s  .we used LO 5n t h e  olr days.  

In t h e  year 1831 mOi-3 fis:: c d d @ t  than at 

any time s inca .  Thi.3- JJsec! to c a t c h  from 1.600 

t o  1500 barrels  0 1  hook ir: a w o d  vessel .  

Eave shared as hi+ as $500. a man on t h e  hook. 

Thinks if t h e y  should r?move t he  purse 

a e i ~ e s  there would be a good many men abandon 

the  bu85neSs. Does not think t h e y  could catch 

8 s  many f i s h  w i t ! ;  the hook and line as t h e y  did 

formerly, for the  reason t ha t  the f i a h  6eem t o  

have f'orgotten how t o  b i t e .  !T'hinks t h e  M 8 h  

would uomc back acain if t h e y  a l l  went hookinc. 

Thinks, i n  that c a m ,  et larrTer number woulu be 

-4% 
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zhran a p o d  many old men and bogs  at i t  of' 

errq-loyment. T h e y  w m ~ ,  men nom about  fro? 18 

to 45. Fori s e i n i n r  yo l l  van; Y FOOG ac+, ive 

crew and a smart s a i l i n ?  vesse l .  

D i d  not c a t c h  enouyh f i s h  soxLzth t h i s  year 

to e a t .  Hie vesse l  war; i-one about  2 m?.lths 

and g o t  only 47 barrels. mhcq 5 e   as 2 boy 

 sed t o  start  s o n t ! ~  about the 10th of Lay, some 

times not, until t h o  20th. Used t o  make 2 

% p i p s  in thorsc days, an:; ret abntlt f rom 150 to 

300 barre l s  e t r i p .  T h e  seeon5 t r ip  woalri be 

about 13e 4th 02 J u l y .  Used to f i s h  pari, of 

the tima, anti come i n  and c e t  our t a l l  bai : , ,  

R and cirtfle around on tJic southern end of 

G e a y p s  and go home; then went to the  ?cy of' 

Pandy 0 

Wever saw ti purse seine south utitkl about 
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C A R .  JOHN J. PR'TACOST, GLOUCESTER, MASS. 

Interviewed by William %xkeham and 

Huch I?. Smith, fJovember 18, 1893. 

---------------- 

Aced 47. ftas had 37 years expecience as 

a i'ishermm. A r e a t  part of t h a t  t i m e  i n  the 

mackerel f ishery,  Varw of' vessel ,  schooner 

Hystery. Did not eo  mackerel f i ah iny  in her 

th i s  year.  fiah5ng- f o r  mackerel, but 

went in t h e  barruerite Haskins. 

Has been master of a vesse l  mackerel 

fis??inf 5 or 6 years.  In 1872 was master of 

a vessel mackerel  i'ishitly: i n  the  'lorth F a y .  

Was kn t he  F l y i n c  Scud. 
- 

Used to TO south to pt mackerel a Food 

deal. Generally looked f o r  t h e  f i s h  ofi' the 

I* Capes.of ! ' irpinia,  about 35 or 40 m i l e a  oi'P 

shore. Peen down t h e s e  t h e  1st of' April. 

Look for them about t ha t  time. Ens been 

vessels fro there earlier, but did not p e t  many 
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f i sh .  H a s  been there before f i s h  were cauqht 

F1. there . 
. noes not know Khat direction t h e y  come 

from rhe? he meets them. They are Eenerally 

he adfnc about E!. IT.  E. 

Iias followed those q r i n g  bodies i'rorn ol'f' 

the Capes of Virginia clear t o  Gaspe. Has 

never been t o  the Seven Islands. 

The fhrther n o r t h  the  f i sh  p e t  on O U ~  

coast the nearer they come in shore. !lever 

look for fish within G or 7 miles 0:' land 

along; southward of' Delaware, and af te r  they  c e t  

up by Rarnei.;at and Fiew York, catch them with in  

a m i l e  of land. 

Sprinc mackerel EO soutli of (;aorges, 

Strike about Cape Sable .  The f i sh  s t r i k e  the 

"Tova Scotia shorn before re m t  t h e m  i n  the 
I 

Fay of Pundy. About th0 10th- 15th of May 

begin to catch saatterine ones alonl: about 

Cape Sable.  Do not catch many f i sh  orl t h e  
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c 

Cape Shore until the f??.rst of June. Get %ham 

rirht alary the s f i o ~ e .  

Thoset that  come t o  L ! I ~  r-outh of' :reorgee 

s t r i k e  the C a p  an. follow %!?e shore down, 

Schools s p l i t  tit t h e  Cape and ~ C I  in two 

sepa-ate boCies. Yo dif'ference i n  the sfze 

of' these bodies  of' i 'fsh, On.? day C;et 17 and 

18 inch mackerel an:i another day, ri@L in Lhe 

same p lace ,  10 to 13 inch .  The 3ZtPlieSt f i s h  

 PO t h e  larcest. Will f i n d  l a r p  boclizs of 

zhes'. small mackerel, but did not  aee 2s manytm 

usual this spring, 

The f i s h  this  spr-iny: at the soi&th wore in 

deeper water than I have ever known t h e m  to be, 

in GO and 70 fathoms of' water. 

The %ish south this sp r iny  d i d  not  Seem 

to be so very shy, but t h e y  were scarcer, were 

not  80 many schools. 

Fhen we f i n d  +,hese f i s h  at the south t h e y  

are poor and f u l l  ol' spawn. The spawn 8ecms 

not to be vary fay advanhed, b t  it Eets r iper  
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a l l  t h e  time. The last fish cau@t there,  

sometimes the spa:vn is runn lng  r i g h t  oat of 

them, The last ~e cot t k i s  sp - in i  about 70 

miles from Earnep i t ,  $ad yip2  s y a w  in them. 

T b ~ i t  was aboct t h e  15th or l i i th  of' E'ay. The 

s1tavm wolzltl rur? f r o m  t.fiem I*:!~z*~. ~e threx %hem 

on tl?e d e c k .  They were m o s t  a l l  nulo f i sh .  

'Fere f u l l  0-0 m i l t .  

The f i rs t  f i s h  we csu@t phfs  year were 

o f f  Fh5te ffead, ths 1st or 2nd of June. 

Has followe3 m r k e r e l  in the f a l l  no 

f'arther t5an Elock Island. ';Tone of our 

vessels 70 any f 'ur thar  than that .  Does not 

know ahy they ~ i v e  up t h e  i'i shinf.; at Tlock  

Ts l snd  t%en,  except :??at i t  is F a t t i n r  la te  

and the w e ~ t h e r  bas, and  do not f ' i n d  b u t  few 

fish. 

Give rrp rnackem1 fishinc; an thier &ore 

abaut the 15th of tTovembe~. I:ave cauptit them 

up t o  a b w t  Thanksgiving, and at Provincetown 

Itarbor near ly  as l a t e  as Christmas. 
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Eack ere1 t a k e  t,3e same course when leaving 

the coast  :?la% they do when corninc an t he  

c o a s t .  

The only differe..ice h e  e a  n o t i c e  in the  

h e b i t s  of' rxic:,.erel s i n c e  he hzs been 1': erhinf: 

is 1,Iiat ;he; do not  t a k e  t he  hook as t h e y  asad 

to. Occcsionally t r y  t h e m  i4iith t he  hook. 

Then %;e useci ' io  f;o io the  ?ay, l e f t  here 

i n J u n e .  K - s  been  i n  t h e  tay ,  i n  1865. on the 

11th ol' JxnEf, ana ca.r$it a ha .re1 oL m4csrel 

himself off '  Yorth :ape, P. pJ. I., b u ~  t h e n  the 

f l e e t  ilsec! to g o  iq the S a y  e a r l y ,  ami would 

ret to heavinr lots 01' S n i t .  Probably tlfe 

heavinr, of so mucti b a i i  has a tendency LO stop 

tho f i sh .  No:; t he re  is so l i t t l e  baiL t ha t  

they  do not pay any a t t e n t i o n  to it ;  at least 

- 

they do not  bite as they used t o .  

ness not th ink  the Bay mackerel spawn as 

early a s  t h e y  do on this &ore. Thinks they  

keep CoinF; until ihey ,yet ready to spawn, and 

wherever they are at that t :m ,  there  they stop 
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and spawn. Yonc of' tho fish they  c a t c h  on 

t h e i r  early sprinr- voyage have spavined. 

Sor-o of' thorn a r c  a s  fa t  8 s  anj we c a t c h  dur ing  

the year. T h e y  % r e  barren i'ish. O n l y  [;et a 

v e r y  few ol' such fish. Thinks they spavn in 

tkre ' zy  abou t  i,hc l a s t  0: Jiine.  

C:enerally ce% o t : : ~  :ape Sliore nbo;it  the 

l&t or Jane. The best  fishin:- on t h e  Cape 

Shore is Prom the 1st to thc 10th of' June. 

Thcb- f 'o l lox  t i l e  i ' i sh  as far as :ape ;ior;;h and 

t h e r e  t h e y  l a s e  t h e m .  

P r e t t s  !;arc to tell about th3 habits of' 

mackere l .  ?'as master. of a vessel  in the 6ay 

hooking 22 years ago, a n d  has secn i t  r i g h t  

tlrrouch hlis l i f e  t h a t  you would heave b a i l .  for  

mackerel mci perhaps catch half' a dozen j u s t  

a s  i'ast as ;ou could haul a l i n e ,  and t hen  t h e y  

would be cone ..11 at once, 

Ye czll Their   fee^ cayenne, a13-s:;es and 

sanri Yloas. See mre l i v e  feed now fihan we 

d i d  10 years  ago. 
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in May, and never w e n t  80 far south a8 we do 

now. A l ~ n p  s b w t  the 1st or 15th of Xay were 

off ?Jew York. 

Did no% do any f i sh ing  on the Cape Shore 

in thoae days,--not until 12 or 1') y e a r 8  ago. 

The heaviest fleets would leave f o r  the Fay 

abrmt ?,he 4121 of' C u l y ,  but some would leave 

t l :o  1st oi' June. A few v e s s e l s  would yo in 

the Fay  instead of' going south. 

For the  last, 3 or  4 years m a c k e r e l .  have 

becn scarce everywhere; %fiat is nobody could 

f i n d  t h e m .  Xackerel were as pleniy 10 or 12 

ljsa1-s a ~ o  Q!I t h i s  shore a s  they ever wer-e in 

the  remembrance of angibody . Sanna t  account 

for t he  decrease in their  abundance, unless it 

i g  tha t  tl;oy have taken some other course. 

Does not think t o o  many f i s h  have been 

cawht .  Think8 there  are mom c s w h t  now 

before the  spawninr aea3on t han  there uaed t o  

be in old  timar. The i ' ish that were caurh t  

in t he  Bay in hooking days had a l l  spawned, 
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except the ones ‘E” c s ~ i ? i t  in June. Always  

a u u l l  time In ~ ~ ~ e $  j a y  z b o u t  the 10th t o  20th 

of L u l y ,  on a(: :~;ln: 01 ti:? spawninr .  The 

hookins l a s t ea  ’n t : .e  Le: i n  those days u n t i l  

about tlie 1 0 t h  (ii * c j V L ’ l  !te.r, awi sometimes 

I) 

1k€ Lek* 

:iever went sai:iini with t he  purae se ine  

anti1 a t o s t  1864, anu s i n c e  then t t le  i ’ ish have 

beel? as pldnbq’ a l o n i -  b l i i s  shore 8s t h e y  were 

before, so do35 w U  inj‘ly it hiarts them any. 

Thinks one ;rap 0:- pouiid i s  worae than  25 

seines. 0;’ GO.. I : *SC t:i3 seines break up the  

schools .  r requenLly  cztch every f’iah i n  a 

school  w i L h  L ! ~ Z  s e i n e s .  The t r a p s  and pounds 

alony; t h e  shore are2 I*;orse than anythiny: e l s e .  

If theyiiro eoi.2g to do away with h n y t h i n c ,  he 

w o - ~ l c l  do ;;way u i t  . t i l :  :.raps before he would 

t h e  p ~ s e  seines. Thn2 traps catch the  younE 
8 

fievor bu t  orle or t -#o years that they 
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caucht fish a t  the south ana had to throw them 

r) away. One y e a r  vessels caufht small m c k e r e l  

at the soQth (He K e q t  i'l t h e  El len  a:. Adams) 

and took then i.. to PIcw York, and Lhere were 

ozher vessels t h e r z   fro^, t h e  north . V i t h  l a r g e  

ones, and YI'G f;ad t,o hoavl: about all our f i s h  

overboard. Tha t  w a s  about  9 or 10 y e a r s  aco. 

Sold P2.50 and threw t :: r e s t  ove+*board. I n  

those days coii ld not se l l  small fish, but no* 

can  sell a n y  kind .  

Does n o t  t!iink the c l o s e  sesson amounted 

to anythinc.  F i s h  were no more plenty south 

this year than thf? l a sL .  year T,Te nere there;  i f  

anythin? not so plrtnty. The object vas, t h a t  

i t  would be ci ;rood to stor tilo vesse ls  

from going sou:h, and tliej- would r t o ~  have to 

f i t  np any vesse l s  Lor  Lhat voyace. I t  was 

0 not a payinr  voyage. That was t h e  p r i n c i p a l  

reason f o r  pass in^ the  c l o s e  l a w .  Thie law 

was first s t a r t e d  i n  Portland, Ge. Doea not 

think it aff'ectsL the, f i s h  at a l l .  This 
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, I  

f i s h .  ’Tz is l f k c  T , ~ - ~ ; S : - - ~ O U  GO o ~ t  and s e t  

your siinn arld ‘‘e?, 100 barrels of‘ rackerel in 
i 
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a 

one school.  You have 16 or 17 men, and i n  3 

or 4 hours t h s  rnen have these f i a h  all dmssed. 

In hookin8 you may l a y  3 or  4 hours catching 

them. Can take care of I'ish much quicker now 

than formerly. 

T h e  poorest f i  sh t h a t  come i n t o  these 

markets are cauy-ht i n  boats around Prince 

Edwards Islam and Elagdalen I slands. 

If the pwso s s fne  was r iven up, might 

possibly edacate the  .mackerel LO take the  hook 

as t h e y  used t o  do, b u t  itvould have t o  educate 

the fishermen a l s o .  If t h e y  would co i n t o  the  

Bay and heave as much b a i t  as they ases to  do, 

300 and 400 b a r r e l s ,  i t  would a t t r ac t  the 

a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  f i sh ,  and choy rnignt b i t e  

l i k e  they used to  do. These men who have 

a l w a y s  done w e l l  seining w o d d  not sane t ion  

a anything t o  s t o p  it. 

Fiah school j u s t  according t o  t k e  feed. 

If i t  is on top of  the water, ithe f i sh  w i l l  be 

on tap of the water. If on the  bottom, tho 

f i s h  will be on the bottom. 
__. _ -  

i_ 
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Aced 32. XES bcer, f i a h i n f ;  for 23 years, Cap- 

t a in  of  Schooner *Rrr?,ic: Tmnait" ,  o f  Glouccoter, 

1893 

Finc? $!le fish 35 t o  45 milos o f f  shore there .  

beach, Vhen this school  is c lose  In shore t h e m  

is another  school o f f  outside 50 or 60 miles .  

They R Y * ~  gain5 to t!zc castsrtrd. 
a 

Su?pose they ,yo 

t o  tho Sout'nYRrtl of Ceor.gcs. 

?;ever followveb 8 scltool south of Gsorges; that 

f a ,  never ?"ollo.?rccP t h e ?  a31 the time, One a?rinq 





Ecen f i sh iny  OR the Xova Sco t i a  shore f o r  

about 20  ears. “ould/not 5 c  thort- i n  t?ie s m e r  

t i m e .  F i r s t  be7-q to  r * ; ~  thcrc i r r  t h e  sprins on  

the Cape Shore 8 yenrn nco. Othc:, vessels hx? 

b w n  Toin:: therc rhout 3 :rears boforc t h n t .  :Tevcr 

~ o u l c t  axt\ect t o  find the fish t?icre ebout tho 1st 

of June or 28th o f  !“cy. 

Ocncrally cxpect t o  fin2 t k m  f f r n t  ~.rouncl 

‘ C ~ p e  Table.  >?as i’ollowecl t h ~ ~  RT; fer north as Cape 

?Torth. !Tever follorrcd. t l i cm i n t o  tho  Bay in the 

spring. 



--.&- 



dif'forencf-% in tile s i z e  of flit7 fis?i nov cnct t?iosc 

!Tot mzch differcncc in  t!ic beilavior of :!le 

f h h .  "hen y!e first  w e n t  fis'llinz them nould be 
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